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How to engage citizens in defining research priorities

Bjørn Bedsted, Danish Board of Technology



Why?

Because it’s fair!



Why not?

• No will

• No skill



Citizen Panels in 12 countries

• Austria
• Belgium
• Bulgaria
• the Czech Republic
• Denmark
• Finland 
• Germany
• Italy
• Poland
• Portugal
• Slovenia
• United Kingdom







Poznan, Poland (CPM1) Copenhagen, Denmark (CPM1)Leuven, Belgium (CPM1)





Expert workshop



Vienna, Austria (CPM2)



Ranking Name of research priority

1 Supporting local/regional agricultural production, distribution and consumption system

2 Holistic education for a sustainable future

3 Supporting people to become producers of renewable energy

4 Sustainable construction of buildings

5 Sustainable transformation of existing traffic infrastructure in cities

6 New working models – new economic models

7 Innovating agriculture: the sustainability option

8 More green in cities

9 Understanding and implementing sustainable electronics

10 Fair and participatory access to limited resources



Now what?

To be used by the Commission as 
inspiration for coming calls



Why do national research programs ignore that

• it is possible to include citizens in defining topics and agendas

• it leads to different results and priorities

• it offers legitimacy to research spending

• it is democratically fair that citizens have a say in defining 
goals and visions for research activities sponsored by their 
taxes

• citizens should be part of defining which future researchers 
should seek to bring about



Policy Formation

Distributing funds 
between programs

•Consensus Conference

• In-depth, qualitative
input from small panel 
of citizens

•World Wide Views

•Quantative responses
to policy options, large 
scale, multisite

Program development

Visions for programs and 
crosscutting issues

•Ctizen Panels 

•CIVISTI

•CASI

•CIMULACT

Project definition

Defining research foci

• Science Shops

Operational level

Producing data

•Citizen Science





The question is not why - but Why not?

Bjørn Bedsted, Danish Board of Technology, bb@tekno.dk

Should citizens participate in making decisions about research and innovation?


